Sir WILMOT HERRINGHAM, C.B.
There is really nothing for me to add to what Sir Bertrand Dawson has said, except that the onset of trench fever is often quite sudden. We have had, perhaps, thousands of cases of that condition at the Front, but they do not very often get down to the base. The case depicted on the chart is a very long bout for an ordinary attack of trench fever. I dislike the term "trench" fever because, as far as I know, it has nothing to do with the trenches. It occurs in two classes of people: mainly those who are actually fighting and people in medical units. It has this further peculiarity, that it began about June, and its severity is now tailing off. Sir Bertrand Dawson has, I think, shown conclusively that even when you examine a case very thoroughly indeed, you cannot, in a large number of instances, prove it to be paratyphoid that you are dealing with. And I think that neither he nor anybody else would, under those conditions, say it is even a mild form of paratyphoid. It varies very much, but the prominent point about it, when it is typical, is its brief period of fever, which may last, perhaps, only three days; add it may be succeeded, two days later, by another bout, and the patient may have a third, or even a fourth, relapse. Between the bouts there are periods of normality. Sometimes there is only one bout, but generally there are two. The afebrile intervals vary from a few hours to several days. We have had some cases in which there was an interval as long as ten days with a completely normal temperature, spaced out with bouts of fever lasting two or three days, during which the man felt slightly ill. I have seen that repeated four or five times. Nothing like malarial disease was found in the blood, and by gradations in different cases you could link these up to cases of trench fever which had only a few hours' interval. Clinically, there was no difference in the symptoms of the cases.
And there is another set of cases, of which the chart exhibited shows, perhaps, an instance, in which there is not a relapsing fever, but a " hogsback " chart. That lasts eight or ten days. One of our medical officers was trying to inoculate himself by means of lice, which he thought conveyed trench fever. He got a very bad temperature for ten days of a "hogsback" type. I do not think real trench fever is conveyed by lice; I think it is to be traced to the seasonal incidence of some fly or insect, but we no not know what insect, or the manner in which it conveys the infection. (Adjourned to November 23.)
